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NATIONAL DISABILITY INSURANCE SCHEME — TRIALS 
Statement by Minister for Disability Services 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Disability Services) [10.12 am]: In a matter of 
days, on 1 July, the state government will embark on the next phase in the development of our disability services 
system when we will begin two, two-year National Disability Insurance Scheme trials in our state. Over 
$100 million in additional funding has been committed by the state and commonwealth governments to make 
this happen. 

When the Premier signed the agreement last year for our state to join the commonwealth NDIS trial, he did so on 
the condition that we could have our own separate trial. The WA NDIS My Way trial builds on what is already a 
strong system in WA. The Disability Services Commission will run this trial in the lower south west on behalf of 
the state government. To ensure that the trial has the appropriate legal standing, the Disability Services 
Amendment Bill 2014 was passed through Parliament on 19 June 2014. The state government’s trial site in the 
lower south west includes Busselton and the Shires of Augusta–Margaret River, Boyup Brook, Bridgetown–
Greenbushes, Donnybrook–Balingup, Manjimup and Nannup. The cities of Cockburn and Kwinana will join our 
trial a year later, on 1 July 2015. The state government has committed an additional $40 million to the WA NDIS 
My Way trial.  

Once both locations are up and running, WA NDIS My Way will make a difference to the lives of more than 
4 000 people with disability. For the first time, this will include support for people with psychosocial disability. 
We are proud to be one of the only states in which these important supports and services will be available to 
people from day one of the trial. Psychosocial disability means that a person has a permanent impairment that 
can be attributed to a psychiatric condition. It substantially reduces that person’s ability to undertake daily 
activities, such as joining in social events or managing personal finances such as banking and tenancy 
agreements. It has been a long-term objective of mine to make sure that people with psychosocial disability are 
able to be acknowledged as having a long-term disability, and will be able to be funded the same as other people 
with disability who receive reasonable and necessary supports to make a better life for themselves. To prepare 
for the inclusion of people with psychosocial disability, the commission worked closely with the mental health 
sector and has recruited two staff members with mental health experience to join the lower south west My Way 
team. I am incredibly proud of the supports and services the state government delivers to Western Australians 
with disability, and our system is well regarded. 
WA NDIS My Way is the next step forward. It builds on the service delivery models that have proved successful 
in the past—local area coordination and then My Way. WA’s local area coordination model was developed to 
suit our state. It has been recognised internationally and is now a key element of the NDIS trials taking place in 
other parts of the nation. My Way has built on the success of the LAC program. It utilises local, decentralised 
decision making, fosters greater community connection and harnesses on the informal supports offered by 
family, friends and key people in the person’s life. It has truly been developed in partnership with people with 
disability, their families and carers, the disability services sector, peak bodies and other government 
organisations. We consulted with more than 1 300 people. They told us what works for them and we listened. 
The state government strives to put people with disability in the driving seat, to make their own decisions about 
the supports and services they access based on the life goals they set for themselves. These core objectives will 
continue with the WA NDIS My Way approach as WA builds on, and further develops, its tried and tested 
disability services delivery. 

On 18 June 2014, the Premier launched an information campaign about the WA NDIS My Way trial that targets 
regional Western Australia. Information about the trial is being provided to the community via regional 
television, radio, press and online. The campaign provides information about the support WA NDIS My Way 
offers to people and where they can go to have their questions answered. 

On the same day as WA NDIS My Way gets underway, the commonwealth government will commence a trial of 
another NDIS model in the Perth hills area. This will be run by the National Disability Insurance Agency, and 
will also support around 4 000 people. This makes WA unique. Ours is the only state with two different trials. 
The Premier, along with the state government, fought hard to make this possible. Underpinning everything we do 
is the desire to achieve the best possible outcomes for Western Australians with disability. 

An independent evaluation of both models will take place over the two-year period. The independent evaluation 
will enable us to assess how best to deliver disability supports and services to people into the future. We believe 
that WA NDIS My Way offers people with disability, their families and carers a model of support that works. 

I truly believe that we can all be incredibly proud of what we are doing here in WA. It will shape the future of 
disability services not only in our great state, but across the nation as well. 
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